What TV Series Have Not Done to Political Science: On the Risks of Inter- and Anti-Disciplinarity
The rise of television studies around the turn of the century, coinciding with the take-off of the latest iteration of “quality tv” created an enormous opportunity not only for the advancement of disciplinary knowledge but also for the transformation of disciplines themselves. The work of television series, combined with the work done on television series by television studies opened up whole new fields of research and investigation of topics central to political science: starting with key issues such as power, agency, and representation but extending in more subtle ways to questions about larger social structures of power – patriarchy, white supremacy, and heteronormativity. 
 
But looking back over the past 25 years one can only conclude that this was a missed opportunity: political scientists have not taken up television as an object of study, nor have they engaged with the rich, vibrant, and now extensive literature of television studies. There can be no doubt that Political Science is the poorer for it. In this talk I will give an account of this missed opportunity, exploring the limiting epistemological assumptions of political science, and discussing the risks and rewards of trying to move between, or sometimes against, disciplines. 
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